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Hathing Suits
Visions of Ocean Grove and

Atlantic City arc aroused by
J these newly opened cases of

f t bathing" suits. The shimmer of s

fine brilliantine, with its em
bellishments of braid and an-

chor, is proof evident that none
needs to embark on her summer
outing without a thoroughly
elegant and fashionable gar-
ment to brave the breakers. '

Blue, Brown and Black Bathing Suits
cf Mohair Brilliantine,

s-i.fK- ? to sir, o
Flannel Suits, nicely braided, at up-

ward from

"One Only"
The conjuring power of "one

only" together with the temp- -
ting" prices ot tuese lew pieces or

tdic luiuiiuiu 3uuuiu uuu ua
purchasers before Monday is
many hours old.
One Oriental Swing:, was

now glS-T- o

One hand-carve- d, three-fol- d

Oriental Screen, reduced
from to ...o OO

One Antique Sofa, 7 feet 6 Inches long,
of solid mahogany, serpen-
tine front $;roo
This piece is over a hundred years old

and has Just been refinlshed and up-

holstered.

pearl Is reduced from $21.73

to IS OU
9

One Tea Table, Pyro decorated
In colors. Instead of 522.50..... $17-3-0

Dcd Spreads
'Reduced .

One hundred and fifteen pink
and blue ones and two cases , of
white Marseilles, The reduc-
tions in price are most tempting.
Seventy-on- e Fringed Spreads of Patent

" Satin, largest size two colors only-p- ink

or blue, the regular $3.50

quality; special price S12 0S
Forty-fou-r of a smaller size, for single

brass or iron beds, $2 kind,
same two colors; special

nriee Sl9
One case of "White Marseille?,

Fringed Spreads, usually $3.50,

are repriced
A case of the .hemmed Mar-

seilles, largest $2.73 size, each.. 82-1- 5

Cottons
All imported Madras and

Scotch Ginghams have been
lowered in price. Assortments
are still fairly comprehensive,

i and these cheaper prices should
make lively selling for a few
davs.

2 i Scotch Ginghams and Madras Cloths,
that have been selling at 35c, 39c and
4."c a yard, are now offered with-- d'

out reserve at JJ9c

One lot of r-lnc- h. 23c Ginghams In
5 desirable colors and design?, a

Z yard ....... , - 1214c
41 Colored Moreen Skirt Linings, a

3 fine quality, a yard.

Remnants of Percaline. Sheetings and
Muslins at decidedly cheap prices-o- ver

two hundred short lengths

j .Standard JLJ Tatterns
5

Tie Sunday b?
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June, the month of brides the month when
nature's fairest gifts are spread with lavish hand. We've
caught her spirit. Beauty is in the air in the store.
Spring's budding richness has burst summer's bloom.

of lighter, airier bids you come; pretty
Swisses and dimities extend new charms of ' persuasion; dainty
summer frocks for maid and matron invite your scrutiny; Good
Taste and Fashion join hands in making our welcome a pleasant
and paying one for you . . .

Dress Skjrts
OfBlacK Taffcia ' '

Firmly established as the
vorite dress skirt for the sum- -

rner. Wc have them, both s

lined and unhned, newest styles, 5

815. 20 and 25 00
11 A U 1 Vtr; 1

Linen, pique, crash and duck
have all been pressed into the
service of doing duty as summer
dress skirts. Many of the
newer styles get a first showing;
here Monday.

Prices start at f)Sc and gradually
rise through dollar and and half-doll- ar

steps to 820- -

Oriental "Rug Bargain
Oriental rug selling is not a side issue here, in most

stores. It is a vital and growing: part of our third floor's busi-

ness. Whenever there is a manifest surplus among- - any class
of rugs lower prices are certain in any other section of the
store. The close advent of summer inventory brings many
prices down to the bargain level.

Twenty-fiv- e small Kazaks, Anatolians
and Mossouls, recently priced
from $12 to $15; choice 8S 00

Twenty-si- x Hall Runners, of choice de
signs and proportions, regu-
larly worth from $45 to $63;

choice .839 50,
Many larger Rugs, Including Kurdistans,

' that regularly bring from $23 to $40, are

Uennis JThocs
For Children and Misses

A pretty line of them ready-l-ow

shoes and high shoes of
either black or white canvas.

These "White Tennis Shoes are about
the handsomest we've seen, and the
best.

ftin Donnets
Much ingenuity and labor has

been expended in developing
new and tasty designs among

this useful and rather pictur-

esque headwear. We show five

Styles iff more than many)
pretty materials 65c to Sl.o.
The Golf Bonnet Is one of the

simplest and prettiest styles.
priced .. G5c

Rope Ctirtains
At Cost

Only a few of these hangings
left. If you need one, they are
cheap.
3 Rope Curtains, Instead of $7.50.. 85-1- 0

4 Rope Curtains, instead of $6.75.. &4-S-

2 Ron Curtains, Instead of $4. ...82-8- 2

2 Ron Curtains, instead of $.50.. 84-5- 0

3 Rope Curtains, instead of $5.50.. 83 (50
1 Rope Curtain, instead of $10.... 87-2- 0

3 Rope Curtains, Instead of $2.... 81 20

Hall, $2 Per Anna

FOR THE BEST
Beers, Wines, Champagnes,

WHISKIES, GINS BRANDIES,

--SEND TO--
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Dimities
The popularity of dimities bas

until America and France
are pushing: Ireland for first
place in the diversity and beau- -

ty of new styles. Our present
showing embraces the best of
all.
Irish Dimities, from the best makers

In Belfast over 200 distinct de-

signs, at, a yard 2!c
Silk-stripe- d Dimities, printed in pink,

light blue, heliotropo or navy
designs, a yard 50c

Plain color Silk Dimities, in pink,
white, light blue or black, a yard.7J)c

American printed Dimities, in the best
designs of the best makers, at

10c, 12Hc. 15c and 18c

Twenty Turkish Rugs, Including several
choice Antiques, worth from
$20 to $25; choice $15-0- 0

Twenty-fiv- e Anatolian Mats,
such as have been selling at
from $4.50 to $7.50; choice 82-9- 8

Moussouls and fine Turkish Kazaks,
now offered at

819 50. 822-5- 0 and 820 50

filK. Organdy
Its popularity grows with the

advancing1 season. Choose here
from these shades.
Blue, pink, yellow, green, hello,, white,

gray or red, either plain or
dotted, a yard 50c

White Organdy
10c a yard to be saved on

these, the last of that special
purchase from an overloaded
jobber.

6S-in- ch White Organdy, 60c kind. ...50c
6S-in- ch White Organdy, 73c kind....C5c
6S-In- ch White Organdy, Soc kind. ...75c

For Waists
Fine Wash Goods

English brilliants and Ger-

man linens stand first as regards
beauty and durability. Good
assortments of both here.

English Brilliants, Checks and Stripes,
with predominating color of either
blue, green, yellow, pink or helio-
trope, a yard 75c

German Linens, for Shirt Waists,
checks, ftripes or plain colors,
two widths, a yard 50c and 39c

E. C. ATKINS & CO. SawsManufacturers and Re--
cairers of all kinds of
OCiee and Factory, South and Illinois

Streets, Indianapolis, Ind.
BELTING andÄWÖ E 51 ERY WHEELS

SPECIALTIES OF

7. D. D::rrjr Saw cad Supply Co
13 C mm, CT. Ill tlJ cf Caws rrpairtl

y Good.

T

Garden Hats
A recent importation of

French roses and field flowers
gives us peculiar advantages in
making- - these cry pretty and
very fashionable hats. You'll
enjoy one, and the expense is
quite moderate. See one or
two of the recently completed
models.

If you feel the nrod of a more dressy
bit of headwear, our onc-thtrd-o- ff price
on all Trimmed Hats is an opportunity
not to be lightly passed. There are
some real gems in the cast cases.
$3 Hats S5.J5IJ
511 Hats , (.(;

Hats 810 00
$1S Hats 812 OO

White Sbviss
We are a trifle overstocked on

this one kind of white dress
goods not enough to cause any
great anxiety, but sufficient to
tempt us to reduce prices 5c a
yard below the ruling quota-tion- s.

If you are a good judge
come and compare.
32-in- ch White Swiss, 30c kind 25c
S2-in- ch White Swiss, 33c kind JtOc
SMnch White Swiss, 40c kind H5c
SMnch White Swiss, 43c kind 40c
C2-in- ch White Swiss, 50c kind 45c

Madras
Waists

A Special
Two styles of

silk-strip- ed mad-

ras shirt waists,
and one of Scotch
gingham are to be
sold at one-thir- d

under price.
One style of fine Gingham Waist, made

with Inlaid yoke and "vest of tucked
lawn Nand two other styles of sllk-strfp- ed

Madras, regularly $3.50

and $4; reduced now to S2-4- 0

House Wrappers
You may be thoroughly com-

fortable for as little as a dollar
in one of these print or percale
wrappers and look right, too.
We see to it that all are amply
wide and good fitters. 1
A special value in a Wrapper, made of

Striped Lawn, with full flounce skirt,
with applique of lace insertion;
pretty, delicate colors S1-9-

Other tempUng values Include two lower-p-

riced Wrappers one at
81-30- , and another at 81-0- 0

Tailored Suits
To Order 49

Investigation, preparatory to
inventory, reveals eighteen re-cen- tl-

imported patterns of tail-
oring" cloths and worsteds still
unsold. These are elegant qual-

ities in fashionable designs and
colors which, completed at reg-
ular prices, would be worth $65,
S70 and $75. To close them out
we have decided to make them
to order fully silk lined for I

$49.
Five remaining Skirt Patterns

will be made up at $24-0- 0

All work Is to be done In our char-
acteristic way by our regular force of
tailors. .

PHYSICIAN.

DR- - C I. F L r! T
OFFICE Tis South UerlJi&n gtreet.
Offlc Hour to 114. n.; i to 4 n n T Ulp. m. Tlephone-oq- c. WT; rwidtnee. CT.

Dr. V. B. Fletcher's SANATORIUM
Uental sad Nerrons Diseases.

CI NORTH ALABAMA STREET.
"

DU. J. D. IklRICFATRICK.
Diseases of Women and h nm.

PILES cur4 by fcls Mfo'aad 7 mttbod. No
senDusn ircj ciisexi. WüCt. XI East
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Millinery winsomeness

ONCE CAPITAL OF SPAIN

TOLEDO, THE AXCIEXT, ITS RELICS,
RUIN'S AXD TRADITIONS.

Sights of n Citr Which Was Fonnded
Xearly Trrcnly Centnries Ag

Bloors Beneficent Reign.

Correspondence of the Indianapolis Journal.
TOLEDO, Spain, May 29. You might

wander for days amid these labrynthine
alleys, shut in by close, high wall, with-
out graining so good an idea of Toledo as
may be obtained in half an hour from the
highest point in the city. The ascent to the
Zlon of this Jerusalem Is no more difficult
than any other" of its step and stony
streets. Passing through "the gate of the
sun" to an open space immediately above
the Jutting escarpment, whose inaccessible
sides justify the Gothic founders in their
selection" of a site, you command a view
of all within the walls as well as of the en-

circling hills and the wild and melancholy
Tagus winding for miles between jagged
cliffs. Sloping .down from your feet on
every side are forts, and castles, and tow-
ers, ail so weird,' so uniformly old and
hopelessly decayed that it is difficult to be-

lieve they can have anything to do with the
nineteenth century. And indeed many of
them have not. For example, those Cy-

clopean ruins close at hand were once King
"Wamba's palace, built in the year 674 and
nfterward3 occupied by Roderick. From one
of its windows he beheld the lovely daugh-
ter of Count Julian, who had been intrusted
to his care, while she was bathing in the
river, and then and there became possessed
with the fatal passion which led to the in-

vasion of the Moors and the destruction
of the Gothic empire.

That blackened heap of stones just be-

yond tho bridge of Alcantara, known as
"Gallana's Palace," 13 another monument
of bygone centuries, around which cluster
traditions which show that human nature
has been much the same in all the ages.
Princess Gallana was the beautiful daugh-
ter of King Golafre, who loved her beyond
anything else in the world and built her a
palace compared with which the glories of
the "Arabian Nights" paled into insignifi-
cance. Hither endless lovers came

and annoyed the princess dreadfully
so the story goes. The most unwelcome of
all the enamored ones was Bradamant, a
gigantic Moorish chieftain of hideous vis-

age, but incalculable wealth, who had an
underground passage tunneled at great ex-

pense all tho way to Toledo from his
stronghold at Guadalajara, beyond the
mountains, so that he might visit the rrin-ce- ss

every day.
LOVER'S GRIM TOKEN.

At length Charlemagne the Great came
to assist King Golafre against Abderraha-ma- n,

tho Sultan of Cordova, and being
lodged in this palace, he straightway fell
in love with the beautiful Gallana. It hap-
pened just In time to furnish a climax to
the story. Bradamant, grown bolder and
more importunate as his suit failed to
progress, stole secretly through the tunnel
one night, intending to convey the princess
by force to his ptronghold. He met Charle- -
mange instead, who had somehow got wind
of his intentions. A duel in the dark en-

sued, in which the gigantic Moor was slain.
Cliarlemangc cut off his head and presented
it to the princess, who was so charmed
with the gift that she at once accepted the
hand of the giver, accompanied him to
France and was triumphantly crowntd his
Queen.

The Spaniards of to-da- y incline to the
telief that Galiana was either a myth, or
an infldel enchantress whose wiles neither
Christian nor Moslem could resist. After her
departure, It is said, the celebrated King
Al-Mam- un took possession of this palace
and retired to it in his intervals of leisure,
to study the heavens and prosecute scienti-
fic researches in company with the wise
men of his court. To later Arabs it was
known as "The Mansion of the Hours,"
because of a wonderful clepsydra, or water-cloc- k,

construted in its garden by the as-

trologer, Az-Zark- al. This consisted of two
tanks, placed at right angles to each other,
and so contrived, by a complicated system
of subterranean pipes and cisterns, that
they accurately measured time, according
to the phases of the moon. After Alfonso
VI had appropriated the palace, an in-

quisitive Jew, wishing to discover the se-

cret of the clepsydra's mechanism, obtained
permission to examine its interior arrange-
ment. He took the machinery apart, but
was unable to put it together again; and
thus in a few hours destroyed one of the
greatest curiosities that human ingenuity
had ever invented. The Persian wheel that
raised the water and was propelled by a
sluice, stood between the Tagus and the
main entrance to the palace; and less than
fifty years ago its original piers were etlll
in use for irrigating purposes.

A PALACE OF WONDERS.
Fragments of masonry and half-burie- d

walls croplng" up in all directions indicate
that Galianas's palace must have been of
far greater extent than the portion now
standing would lead one to suppose. The
gossiping Moorish chroniclers never weary
of relating its wonders. .They tell us that
in King Golafre's day there was a lake in
the center of the grounds, and in the mid-
dle of the lake an island, and in the heart
of the island a summer house, constructed
entirely of stained glass, covered with
golden and jeweled inscriptions. Foun-
tains were Fet all around it, so arranged
that the water could be turned on at will
from Inside, when their sprays played over
and completely enveloped the house, cut-

ting it off from the outer world until the
master chose to press the button which
stopped the flow of water. Here, cooled
by the artificial cascade, whose drops re-

fracted the rays of the sun and displayed
the softened hues of the rainbow through
its transparent roof, the monarch took his
.siesta, reclining upon damask cushions,
tanned by female slaves the very imper-
sonation of sensual luxury. It is sad to see
that what is left of tho "Mansion of the
Hours" is now a stable. Its elegant Moorish
windows walled up, its artesonado celling
fallen in but their mosaics yet glow like
jewels amid the filth that covers them.
Soldiers have occupied It. Dutch, French.
Portuguese and Engllsh.and for many years
its noble reception hall served as a bar-
rack kitchen." But though soot and grime
have marred its graceful arabesques, they
have not by any means destroyed their
beauty.

ARCHITECTURAL. PATCHWORK. .
On the very crown of this height, near

the edge of the escarpment, stands the now
ruined Alcazar the Atalya of. Tolaitola,
the "Amaleklte Kassabah" which, since
the days of the Moors, has done double
duty as palace and fortresi. Enlarged by
Charles V, (about the year 1540), altered
again and again and yet again by Philip
II, Alonzo VI and Alvarado de Luna, to

1 say no: hisj of innumerable end

alleged improvements at later dates, it pre-

sents an odd conglomeration of architec-
tural styles in which the original design
is wholly lost. The once splendid "Palace
of Ceasar" has had as hard a fate as
most of the crowned heads that have oc-

cupied it. Burned by the Dutch at the
beginning of the last century, and again
by the French at the beginning of this,
it has since been degraded to an alms-
house, a barrack and a stable. After the
war of successloh the good Cardinal Loren-zan- a,

who devoted his whole life and in-

come to charitable works, repaired the Al-

cazar, converted it into a casa de carida
and filled it with paupers, whom he em-

ployed at silk weaving. When Soultc's
army Invaded Toledo they ejected the pau-

pers, confiscated the funds of the institu-
tion and stabled ' their horses
in the former house of
Kings; and when compelled to evacuate the
city they set fire to it as a parting legacy.
Then it lay waste for many years, until at
length tho rubbish was cleared away and
at enormous cost the .building was con-

verted into a military academy designed to
stand forever as the West Toint of Spain,
in which a thousand cadets might be al-

ways in training to officer the Spanish
army. But the gods, or the ghosts of the
Moorish builders, seem to have harbored
special spite against the old palace, and
again it was gutted by fire, leaving little
but the bare walls and the four corner
towers; and now Spain is too roor to re-

build it. In the rooms overlooking the
Tagus the notorious widow of Philip IV
was Imprisoned during tho minority of
Charles II. As every reader of Spanish
history knows, she was first the tool of the
low adventurer, Nlthard, and afterwards of
an equally despicable lover, Valenzuela.
Her mode of life has been graphically de-

scribed by Madame d'Aulay In a little book
which cannot be recommended as family
reading.

ROMAN RUINS LEFT.
From the Alcazar you move with slow

steps, for the view 13 too entrancing to, be
passed in haste. Terhaps you sit upon a
stone, fallen from the walls of some medi-

aeval home, and feast your eyes upon the
prospect. Two thousand feet below, on the
banks of the yellow Tagus, stood the earli-

est Roman city. Even from this elevation
you can plainly trace the outline of its an-

cient amphitheater. If the gladiators who
fought in it were suddenly resurrected and
wished to prepare for combat, they would
not have far to go for weapons, for only a.
few rods away stands the arsenal where
the famous Toledo blades were made. Time
was when this hilltop was completely cov-

ered with palaces and convents, all of
which have disappeared, or arc fallen in
melancholy heaps of debris. As if in mock-cr- y

of departed greatness, the only build-
ing of large proportions that Is now fully
occupied is a lunatic asylum, whose in-

mates, screaming from their barred win-

dows, might be infuriate specters of once
proud Toledons, bewailing what is gone
forever.

Not far from tho Alcazar, a little way
down the eastern slope of the hill and
close to the ramparts, arc two curious
synagogues, one erected ' about the year
1050, and the other three centuries later.
They belong to the golden days of the
Jews In Toledo, and are of the greatest in-

terest as having been built during the dom-

ination of the Moors, under whose tolerant
rule the Hebrews enjoyed perfect freedom
and liberty of conscience. They have, of
course, lost their original names, and, as
rechrlstened, are called, respectively, El
Tran?lto and Santa Maria Bianca.

TWO JEWISH SANCTUARIES.
Both buildings are so much like mosques

In appearance that it is presumed they
were -- built by Moorish workmen, who were
acquainted with but one style of architec-
ture. Santa Maria Bianca ("White Saint
Mary"), stands back, in a little court and
outside Its door are two small cisterns,
which afforded water for purification be-

fore entering the house of God. Its inter-
ior is divided into a number of Imposing
naves by sweeping horse-sho- e arches, re-
sembling those of the Mosque of Cordova;
but it is a true Jewish sanctuary, being
celled with cedars of Lebanon, and the
ground on . which It stands was covered
with the sacred dust of Palestine. El
Transito is much more magnificent. It was
built and presented to his countrymen by
Samuel Levi, the wealthy merchant Jew
who became the treasurer of Pedro the
Cruel, and after years of falthfur service
to his royal master, was tortured and put
to death so that the wicked king could en-
joy his possessions. The walls of El Transi-
to, covered with appropriate He-
brew inscriptions, quotations from
the Scriptures and the Talmud,
are decorated with sunk patterns,
honey-com- b cornice and engrailed nfches,
like the windows af the Giraldl at Seville.
The superb ceiling, of Lebanon cedar,
carved and painted and curiously inlaid
ivory, is supported by coupled shafts of
colored marbles. Beneath the arcade a
broad band surrounded with exquisitely
carved foliage contains the arms of Leon
and Castile, and Is edged with the eighty-fourt- h

Psalm in Hebrew characters. Op-
posite the Holy of Holies is the gallery
for women, with its gilded lattices, behind
which they were concealed from the view
of male worshipers, according to the uni-
versal custom of the east. The two pul-
pits of the rabbi are mere slits in the walls,
twenty feet from the floor and entirely
destitute of ornamentation. In 1434 Isabel
gave El Transito to the Catholic Order of
Calatrava; then the Holy of Holies was con-
verted into an archive and the gallery of
the Jewesses became a dwelling for the
guardian of the church. The exteriors of
both these old synagogues are very dilapi-
dated and have suffered from so many
coatings of whitewash that the colors and
many of the stucco designs have been quite
obliterated. All around are narrow streets,
to this day inhabited by none but Israel-
ites. Their houses are so small and so
densely populated that they look more like
rat holes than human habitations, but are
said to be cleaner than anywhere else In
Spain. If that be true, may heaven save
us from sight and smell of the dirtiest!

PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS.
The history of the Jews in Toledo is

peculiarly harrowing. After living in pros-
perity and perfect security under the be-

neficent reign of the Moors their tribulations
began when Christians took the city. First
they were taxed thirty pieces of silver per
capita, the same being the wages of Judas
Iscariot, the betrayer, without whose fore-
ordained offices, according to the Bible
Etory, it would really seem as If the plan
of salvation must have fallen through. In
1CS7 the Jewish market In Toledo was tup-presse- d.

A few years Uter their syna-
gogues were taken from them. In 1130 the
followers of the meek and merciful Jesus,
plotting the further oppression and robbery
of the Jews, circulated a false ftory to
the effect that the rabbis had stolen and
crucified a boy named Juan Pasamonte In
order to preserve his heart in a hostla as a
charm against the Inquisition. The absurd
tale is commemorated in a fresco
hear- - the beautiful gate called "El
(CONTINUED ON 1 OUUTEINTH PAGE.)

RULING SPIRIT OF CHINA

THE EMTRESS DOWAGER T5I AS
AXD IICK It CM A II lvA II LI2 CA Hi: I IK.

Sold in Childhood Ilecnnte of Her
Father's roverty, Arhlered

Hiebe and World-Wid- e Vnnxc.

Margherlta Arllna Hamm, In the Inde-
pendent.
The present situation in Teklng calls at-

tention to the master mind which has
brought about these events, the Empress
Dowager Tsl An. Many romances have
been written about this remarkable woman,
but none is as extraordinary as the truth.
A few years ago when a resident of China
the writer met a Chinese scholar tvho, un-

like most of his class, was well educated
according to our western standards. Man-
darin Tsin, for such was his name, was h
great admirer of the Empress dowager and
was acquainted with both her original and
adopted families.

According to his statement her father
was a Manchu noble who had held a lucra-
tive post in Peking, but lot it through no
fault of his own. At Fu-Ch- au he suffered
the same fate and drifted to Canton, where
In he found himself without employ
ment, money or credit and with a wife,
son and daughter to support. Rather than
starve he sold this daughter to a rich mer-
chant who had bought what may be called
a "mandarlnship."

Tho girl was strong, healthy and very
comely from both the Manchurian and
Mongolian point of view. The two races
have different ideals of female loveliness,
the Mongolian favoring plumpness and
medium size, the Manchurian strength and
stature. As she was of Manchurian blood
her feet were not bound, and after being
sold her social position as a "pocket daugh-
ter" or family slave prevented her under-
going the cruel operation of foot binding.
Her "pocket parents," to use the Chinese
phrase, were kind and generous. She was
ambitious and highly talented and seemed
to have a vague idea of her future beauty.
She learned to read and write before she
was eight years of age and evinced an apti-
tude for study. She was also not confined
within the walls of the yamen, or family
establishment, but went about with tho
older slaves and saw &11 the sights of the
city.

As she grew older she was Intrusted with
the marketing of the family, and while still
a child manifested considerable business
ability. In ISiS the Emperor Men Fung is-

sued the marriage proclamation prescribed
by law, in which all eligible maidens of
Manchu descent, between the ages of fif-
teen and eighteen, were requested to pre-
sent themselves at the imperial palace In
Peking, with a view to examination as Im-
perial concubines or secondary wives. This
is one of the great social and political
events of China and usually brings thou-
sands of applicants to the capital.

AN IMPERIAL FAVORITE.
Tel An read the proclamation and Im-

mediately announced her desire to enter
the list. Her "pocket parents" laughed at
first, but she made so spirited and cogent
an argument that they finally yielded.
They first changed her legal status from a
slave girl to an adopted daughter, and did
all in their power to prepare her lor the
examination.

They gave her a handsome outfit andenough money to go from Canton to Pe-
king in the style becoming the rank of a.
Manchu princess. The court authorities
pronounced her a faultless sjecimen of
womanhood: well brought up in ethics andpossessing all the virtues needful to the
sex: in the front rank In accomplishments;
in intelligence the equal of the graduate
of the first imperial examination. The ex-
aminations over, to her delight, although,
it is said, not to her surprise, she wasamong the first ten of the list of success-
ful candidate?. She was taken to the pal-ar- e

and there installed In one of the suites
of rooms in the woman's quarter. Herebegan her wonderful career o Intrigue.
She paid particular attention to the Em-press, and at the same time conducted her-
self with such tact and wisdom as to make
friends and few or no enemies among the
hundreds of other women in the imperial
household. By degrees she made herself
Indispensable to the Empress, and In thisway was thrown into the company of theEmperor. After a time Fhe won his ad-
miration and aaectlon and finally presented
him with a son. As the Empress had no
male issue, and as Tsi An'a son was well
leved by the Emperor, she induced him to
appoint her by proclamation th-- i Empress
of the west.

ALMOST EMPRESS.
This action was a master stroke of di-

plomacy. The title was an ancient-one- , but
had fallen Into abeyance; In fact, it was
well nigh forgotten by the great lords of
the Council. How she unearthed It was at
the time and has ever since b.en a mystery
to the scholars of the empire. Under the
old law It was the highest honor and po-

sition a concubine could hold. It put her
almost on a par with the Empress, whose
legal title was the Emprtss of the East.
From now on she rose until :-- txcam
the real powtr behind the throne. Never-
theless, she n?ver permitted her ambitions
to thwart the Empress proier, who was her
senior as well as htr legal superior. Hien
Fung died in August, 1J0. According to
some reports the cause was a broken heart
on account of the great Tal Ping rebellion;
according to others he died from poisoning.

He was succeeded by Tsi An son. wh'j
went to the throne under the official nama
of Tung Chi. The real governing wa dona
by a regency consisting of the two em-
presses and Prince Hung, the boy's uncle.
The new government displayed far gr:ate4-abilit-y

than its predecessor. It attacked th
rebels with great vigor, engaged foreign
officers. Including the Americans. Ward and
Burgevlne, and the most famous English-
man, "Chinese Gordon." It opened rela-
tions with the European government and
effected many reforms. The credit of thl
work has been divided between Tsi An and
Prince Kung. but it undoubtedly belongs to
the former.

MYSTERIOUS DEATHS.
In l?7t Tung Chi. then nineteen years of

age, began to display some Independence.
There were many intrigues at the imperial
palace, and the great men of the state were
appointed and dismissed, promoted and de-

graded, in a manner which showed that a
tremendous struggle for master)" as goiis;
on. Things looked very dark when the em-
peror fell sick in a mysterious manner and
died shortly afterward, in Januar)', 1S7T. He
left a wife who was about to become a
mother. Soon after her husband" death
she also fell sick and died. Her death wa
ascribed to a broken heart by some and
to poison by others. There being n5 legal
issue the succession now devolved upon the
Manchu nobles. There were several candi-
dates and much wire-pullin- g and Intrigue,
but tho one favored by Tsi An. a little boy
of four, the son of a loyal Manchurian.
was selected, under the official name cf
Kwang Su. the old regency being continued
at the name time.

Th young' Emperor took more kindly t
the Empress of the East than to Tsi An.
The attachment deepened, causing com-
ment at Peking. It ended, of course. In the
death of the Empress Dowajrer Tung Kung,
in April. 1SS1. She also 1 said to have teen
the victim of poison. Since then T.l An
has been the master of China's destinies.

The Emperor Kwang Su was a docile anlloving child who allowed himself to be
swayed by her strong nature. Pome year
ago. however, a rumor ran through th
Middle Kingdom thst Kwang Su was de-
veloping Independence of spirit, and pre-
dictions were freelr made that ere long hm
would be deposed and die. One, if not bth.
of these predictions ha already come true,
Willie Tsi An has betn the real monarch


